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Your headline is an im-
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In a few words, it should 
accurately represent the 
contents of the story and 
draw readers into the 

story. Develop the head-
line before you write the 
story. This way, the 
headline will help you 

keep the story focused. 

Examples of possible 
headlines include Prod-
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Award, New Product Can 
Save You Time!, Mem-
bership Drive Exceeds 
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 The 2009-2010 school year is off to a great start.  Hopefully your child has 
been coming home and telling you about the great things that are happening in their 
cluster class.  At the beginning of the year, we spent some time getting to know more 
about the students by asking them to complete different inventories that help us de-
termine their learning style and preferences, interests, and whether they are a crea-
tive, analytical, or practical thinker.  Children who are identified as gifted or who are 
on hold in grades 2-5 are placed in cluster classes at their grade level.  The classroom 
teachers and gifted resource teachers plan units together and co-teach lessons to pro-
vide learning activities that differentiate the curriculum to meet the needs of the stu-

dents in the class. 

 The cluster teachers are trained quarterly to better help them meet the chal-
lenge of working with gifted and other high-achieving children. This year they will be 

trained in the following topics:  The Parallel Curriculum Model—The Curriculum of 
Identity (Parts 1 & 2) and Developing Improvement Plans using Performance-Based 

Assessments and Rubrics. 

 We will be having two parent meetings this year that we hope you will have 
the opportunity to attend.  The topics for the meetings this year are:  Planning for 
Gifted Learner Growth (see article in this issue about that meeting) and Building Social 
Competencies for Achievement among Gifted Learners. Please look for the flyers that 
will be coming home with your child in the future about these events. 

 We look forward to getting to know you and your child this year.  If you have 
any questions, comments, or concerns about the gifted program at the Bayside Tri-

Campus, please contact Ms. Dawn Winn-Sawyer or Ms. Debbie Given.  

  

Art and Dance Programs at Old Donation 
Center 

Did you know that the Virginia Beach City Public Schools offers a program for stu-

dents identified as gifted in visual arts and dance?   

 The visual art and dance pull-out program is located at Old Donation Cen-
ter, which is on Ferry Plantation Road.  Students in grades 2-7 may apply through a 
referral process for placement in grades 3-8.  Applications for these programs are 
due on or before February 1, 2010.  Eligible students attend ODC one day a week for 
intense instruction in either of those areas.  If your child has a special talent in ei-
ther art or dance, please consider taking advantage of this wonderful 
opportunity.  Please contact Mrs. Dawn Winn-Sawyer or Ms. Debbie 

Given for an application for these programs. 

The Gifted Program at the Tri-Campus Special points of 
interest: 

� The Gifted Program  

� Gifted Art and Dance 
Program 

� Magnet and Academy 
Information. 

� Literature Circles 

� Parent Workshop 

On-line Resources  

for Parents of  

Gifted Students 

Here are two websites 
that have great infor-
mation about issues 
that have to do with the 
unique needs of gifted 
students. 

www.nagc.org 
(National Association of 

Gifted Children) 

www.hoagiesgifted.org 
(won a community ser-
vice award by NAGC in 

2005)  

 

“...I’m calling on each of you to set your own goals for your 
education—and to do everything you can to meet them…  
Whatever you resolve to do, I want you to commit to it.  I 

want you to really work at it.” 

President Obama, September 8, 2009 



Magnet & Academy Programs 
 There are several programs 
that are available for our students 
with VBCPS.  Are you the parent of a 
fifth grader?  If so, you may be inter-
ested in the middle school options 
that are available.  Kemps Landing 
Magnet School (KLMS) and the Inter-
national Baccalaureate Middle Years 
Program @ Plaza Middle School are 
two choices that are available.  KLMS 
is a full-time  program for identified 
gifted students.  If a student is not 
already identified gifted at the time of 
application, they will be tested before 
their paperwork is sent to the selec-
tion committee.  For the Middle Years 
Program, students do not need to be 
identified gifted.  Students take a rig-
orous course of study, perform com-
munity service, and may earn high 
school credits in either of these pro-
grams.   

 Old Donation Center (ODC) is 
a full-time  program designed for 
identified intellectually gifted stu-
dents.  ODC is for students in grades 
2-5. Transportation for all of these 
programs is provided by the school  
system and they each have a variety of 
extra curricula activities to add to the 
richness of the program.  

 Applications for any of these 
programs are available at the school 
and are due no later than February 1, 
2010.  If you are interested in apply-
ing for any or all of these special pro-
grams, please contact Ms. Debbie 
Given or Mrs. Dawn Winn-Sawyer, 
gifted resources teachers, for an appli-
cation.  As in the past, parents are 
asked to complete a recommendation 
form.  It is very important to include  
specific examples of what higher level 

thinking skills 
you see in your 
child. The selec-
tion committee 
reads all com-
ments and con-
siders them as 
they work 
through the 
process of recommending students 
for various programs. 

 

Engaging Gifted Children for the 21st Century-Save the date of Saturday,    
August 21, 2010, for an opportunity to spend the day learning more about your gifted child.  Parents of gifted 
students attending Virginia Beach City Public Schools will have the opportunity to attend and participate in this 

free event.  Over 300 parents attended the 2008 Parent Institute and expressed great appreciation for the event. 

We plan to provide another high quality institute this summer and expect that attendance will be even larger.  
Breakout sessions on many topics important for the success of our gifted students will be offered.  More infor-
mation on the conference will be provided throughout the school year to keep you apprised of our progress on 

this opportunity. 

Literature Circles and Your Child 
Students in the cluster classes in fourth and fifth grade have been enjoy-
ing and discussing great books during language arts.  The teachers have 
been using Literature Circles—a student centered reading activity for small 
groups of students.  Each member of the group is assigned a role which 
helps guide the group in a discussion of the book that they are all reading.  
These small group discussions give students the opportunity to control 
their own learning and to share thoughts and ideas that they have about 
the novel. It is a chance for students to work collaboratively with others to 

better understand what they have read.   

Students are put into groups differentiated by readiness or interest.  For 
interest-based groups, the students read the first pages of the selected 
novels, generate a question and make a prediction about what they read, 
and rank the books according to their first, second, or third choice.  Being 
able to choose the book they want to read is a huge motivator for the stu-
dents.  Each week the  students are assigned a job:  Discussion Director, 
Literary Luminary, Word Wizard, Summarizer, Character Captain, or Illus-
trator/Connector.  While completing the week’s reading assignment, the 
students look for different criteria based on their job and come prepared to 
share what they’ve done during the discussion.  We have also added some 
components from Kaplan’s Depth and Complexity to add to the richness of 
the discussions.  It is amazing to see how far our students have come in 

their ability to “book talk”.       

School Information Nights: 

Wednesday, December 9, 2009 

or Thursday, December 10, 2009 

Plaza Middle School—Middle Years Pro-
gram (Current 5th grade students) 

Tuesday, January 12, 2010 or 
Wednesday, January 13, 2010: 

Kemps Landing Magnet School (Current 
5th grade students 

Tuesday, January 19, 2010: 

Old Donation Center (Current 2nd, 3rd, & 
4th grade students 

Tuesday, February 16, 2010: 

Old Donation Center (Current 1st grade 
students) 

 

All meetings begin at 6:30 p.m.  

 



 
• guide students in mastering key information, ideas, and fundamental     

skills of the disciplines 
• help students grapple with complex and ambiguous issues 
• move students from novice to expert in levels of performance 
• provide opportunities for original work in the disciplines 
• be compelling and satisfying enough to encourage students to persist 

in developing their capacities 
• be rich, rigorous, and joyful 

On November 3rd we held a parent 
workshop at Bettie F. Williams Ele-
mentary School.  The goal of the 
workshop was to make connections 
among the characteristics of gifted 
learners, the gifted benchmarks, 
and high quality curriculum for the 
gifted child.  We began the session 
by sorting characteristics of gifted 
learners and realizing that there is 
no such thing as “the” gifted child.  
Each child is different and under-
standing these characteristics and 
behaviors better helps us support 
and respond to both their academic 
and social-emotional needs in the 

classroom. 

The participants also had an oppor-
tunity to review the gifted bench-
marks for the elementary program.  
We looked at some of the indicators 
that would let us know if our gifted 
students were meeting those bench-
marks.  If we provide opportunities 

for our gifted learners to demon-
strate learner outcomes as defined 
by the gifted benchmarks, then cur-
riculum for gifted learners should 
guide students in mastering key 
information, ideas, and skills of the 
discipline, move students from nov-
ice to expert in levels of perform-
ance, help students grapple with 
complex and ambiguous issues and 
problems, and be rich, rigorous, 

and joyful and more. 

We spent part of our time during 
the workshop looking at actual stu-
dent work  and the gifted bench-
marks.  Parents were encouraged to 
look for evidence using the bench-
marks indicators and talk about the 
degree to which the student work 
provides evidence that our children 
are meeting the benchmarks and 
curriculum goals.  These goals for 
gifted learners align with the 

schools system’s Compass to 2015 
where 95% of VBCPS students will 
graduate having mastered the skills 
that they need to succeed as 21st 
century learners, workers, and citi-
zens.  We are well on our way to 

meeting that goal at the Bayside  

Tri-Campus.  If you have any ques-
tions about this workshop or the 
gifted program, please contact ei-
ther Ms. Dawn Winn-Sawyer or Ms. 

Debbie Given. 

Understanding gifted 
characteristics and behaviors 

allows us to support and 
respond to the cognitive and 

affective needs of gifted 
learners. 

Parent Workshop:  Worthy Horizons:  Planning for Gifted Learner Growth 

Distribution of the City-Wide Gifted and Talented Bulletin 

Curriculum for gifted learners should… 

Preparing students to be  
successful 21st century 

learners 

Beginning with the Fall 2009 edition of the Gifted and Talented Bulletin, the Office of Gifted Education will 
eliminate the direct mailing of the newsletter and an online version will be published.  With the increased ex-
pense of production and postage and the accessibility of computers, the move to an electronic version makes 

sense both economically and environmentally.   

Currently, anyone interested in the online version can sign up through the subscription available on the Vir-
ginia Beach City Public Schools Web site http://www.vbschools.com.  Click on the blue button on the top 
right of the menu bar titled vbschools x-tra and scroll down to find the newsletter subscription area. Look for 

the Gifted and Talented Bulletin and subscribe. 

Once signed up, notification will be emailed to you announcing the posting of the latest issue. Mailed versions 

will still be available upon request by contacting the Office of Gifted Education at 263-1405. 



Try out the “COWLICKS” strategies around your house or com-
munity.  You’ll be surprised at how easy they are and how good 

they can be for your child’s learning. 

Counting—How many _____________ do you see? 

Observation—Look at this _________ until I say stop; now turn around 

and tell me everything you remember about it without peeking. 

Words—What is the first thing that you think about when you look at 

this? 

Letters—Do you see something in this ___________ that begins with the 

letter _____? 

Imagination—Pretend you are this _______ (artwork, plant, animal, etc.).  

What would you say? 

Compare & Contrast—How is this _____ and this _____ alike and differ-

ent from each other? 

Kinesthetic—If this ______ could move, show me how it would move. 

Senses—What would this ______ feel (or taste, smell, sound) like? 

December 7, 2009—Testing of referred students in grades 2 & 3 @ Newtown Elementary School 

December 10, 2009—Testing of referred students in grades 4 & 5 @ Williams Elementary School 

December 9, 2009 or Thursday, December 10, 2009—Parent Information Night @ Plaza Middle School (IB-Middle 

Years Program—current 5th graders) 

December 10, 2009—Parent Information Night @ ODC for the Art and Dance Program 

January 9, 2010—1st Grade SAPLINGS trip to the Chrysler Museum of Art 

January 12, 2010 or Wednesday, January 13, 2010—Parent Information Night @ Kemps Landing School (current 5th 

graders) 

January 12/13, 2010—Screening of all first graders @ Diamond Springs Elementary School 

January 19, 2010—Parent Information Night @ Old Donation Center (Current 2nd, 3rd, & 4th grade students) 

February 1, 2010—Parent Meeting for Parents of First Grade Students @ Diamond Springs Elementary 

February 16, 2010—Parent Information Night @ Old Donation Center (Current 1st grade students) 

February 18, 2010—Testing for applicants to ODC/KLMS @ Williams Elementary School 

February 22, 2010—Testing for applicants to ODC @ Newtown Elementary School 

April 2, 2010—Parent Meeting for Parents of Identified Gifted Students in Grades 2-5 @ Newtown Elem. 

April 20/21—Testing of referred first graders @ Diamond Springs Elementary School 

April 24, 2010—2nd Grade SAPLINGS trip to the Chrysler Museum of Art 

May 27/28, 2010—Testing of 2nd grade hold students and students new to VBCPS @ Newtown Elementary School 

June 3, 2010—Testing of students new to VBCPS @ Williams Elementary School 

 

Important Dates to Remember: 

Ms. S. Lewis, Principal— 
Diamond Springs Elementary 
Ms. L. Chatman, Principal— 

Newtown Elementary 
Mr. G. MacKay, Principal— 

Bettie F. Williams Elementary 
 

Gifted Resource Teachers: 
Ms. Dawn Winn-Sawyer 

Ms. Debbie Given 
Ms. Marie Madel 

 

 Bayside Tri-

Campus  

Gifted Gazette 


